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Coastal Wind Conference Highlights Wind Industry in the Southeast 

 
Raleigh, N.C. – The Southeastern states from Virginia to Florida are home to over 65 wind related manufacturing 
facilities that support thousands of wind energy jobs in the Southeast region.  These supply chain facilities could 
expand significantly as land-based and offshore wind developments begin in the region.  Besides having a 
highly-skilled manufacturing base, the Southeast has several other competitive advantages, including the lowest 
estimated construction cost for offshore wind projects on the East Coast according to the Energy Information 
Administration.  The region is also home to nearly half of the offshore wind resource and five of the six largest 
electricity markets on the East Coast.   
 
“The Southeast provides an excellent opportunity to continue growing the land-based wind industry in the U.S. 
and use those experiences to help build a robust offshore industry,” said the American Council On Renewable 
Energy (ACORE) CEO, Michael Brower. 
 
The following recent activities and announcements highlight the wind industry’s momentum in the region: 
 

 The Department of Energy's 2012 Wind Technologies Market Report released this month found that the 
turbines installed in 2012 have an increased average hub height and rotor diameter than in years past – 
these developments in land-based turbine technology benefit development in lower wind speed areas 
like the Southeast region. 

 A North Carolina wind permitting bill, signed into law this May, provides guidelines for developers to obtain a 
permit from the Department of Environment and Natural Resources for wind farms in the state and stipulates a 
schedule for public meetings surrounding projects.  

 Georgia Power announced this April that 250 megawatts of wind energy will be purchased from EDP wind farms 
in Oklahoma starting in January 2016.  The electricity provided will be enough to power over 50,000 homes in 
Georgia Power’s service territory. 

 A South Carolina Supply Chain Survey and Offshore Wind Economic Impact Study released in 2012 estimates an 
annual average of 3,329 jobs per year with the installation of 1,000 MW off the coast of South Carolina.  

 The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) announced in July that the competitive lease sale for 
Virginia's Wind Energy Area will be held this September.  The area, covering over 112,000 acres, will be 
auctioned as a single lease.   

 The city of Charleston, S.C., recently passed a resolution recognizing the economic benefits of offshore 
wind energy and welcoming the industry.  With world-class ports & transportation infrastructure, 
highly-skilled, low-cost labor, and some of the most advanced research facilities in the world, 
Charleston and other Southeastern coastal cities have what it takes to be leaders in the wind industry 
supply chain. 



 Coastal Carolina University in South Carolina will unveil a state-of-the-art research vessel, called the 
Coastal Explorer, this winter.  The vessel will be similar to those carrying out survey work for offshore 
wind projects in Europe and will be a great asset for the offshore wind industry on the East Coast. 

 A Department of Energy fact sheet released in July, Potential Economic Impacts from Offshore Wind in 
the Southeast Region, applied the new offshore wind Jobs and Economic Development Impacts (JEDI) 
model to Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia.  The results showed that a “moderate” 
development scenario would result in over 20,000 construction jobs and 6,700 permanent jobs in the 
Southeast by 2030. 

 
Industry, policy makers and the public can learn more about wind energy potential and activities in the region during the 
Southeastern Coastal Wind Conference September 11-12, 2013.  The conference, located in North Charleston, S.C., will 
feature session tracks covering land-based wind, offshore wind and the supply chain.  General Sessions will highlight 
utility involvement in the region and offshore wind strategies from Europe.  In addition to educational sessions, attendees 
will have a chance to view simulations from BOEM’s NC visual simulation study and tour Clemson University’s new 
Wind Turbine Drivetrain Testing Facility in North Charleston.  
 
“The conference is a great example of the regional approach that the Southeastern Coastal Wind Coalition is promoting.” 
said Brian O’Hara, President of the Southeastern Coastal Wind Coalition. “By leveraging the strengths of each state, the 
Southeast is poised to be a major player in the wind energy industry.” 
 
Over 20 organizing partners are engaged in the planning of the conference, including the American Wind Energy 
Association (AWEA).  "We look forward to coordinating our efforts on behalf of this promising technology," said Jeff 
Anthony, Senior Director of Membership and Business Development at AWEA. 
 
To view the complete agenda and register for the event, please visit www.secoastalwind.org/conference. 
 
About the Southeastern Coastal Wind Coalition 
The Southeastern Coastal Wind Coalition works to advance the coastal and offshore wind industry in the Southeast. We focus on 
supply chain growth, economic development, job growth, and wind energy development in the region with solutions that are beneficial 
to industry, beneficial to utilities, and result in net economic benefits to citizens and ratepayers.  For more information about the 
Southeastern Coastal Wind Coalition visit http://www.secoastalwind.org.  
 

About the American Council On Renewable Energy 
ACORE, a 501(c) (3) non-profit membership organization, is dedicated to building a secure and prosperous America with clean, 
renewable energy. ACORE seeks to advance renewable energy through finance, policy, technology, and market development and is 
concentrating its member focus in 2013 on National Defense & Security, Power Generation & Infrastructure, and Transportation. 
Additional information is available at www.acore.org. 
	
About Clemson University  
Ranked as the 25th best national public university by U.S. News & World Report, Clemson is a science- and engineering-oriented 
college dedicated to teaching, research and service while being named among the best values by Kiplinger magazine in 2013, and 
SmartMoney in 2012 ranked us No. 7 in student return on investment.  Clemson University campus sits on 1,400 acres in the foothills 
of the Blue Ridge Mountains, along the shores of Hartwell Lake. Research extension facilities and economic development hubs are 
throughout the state of South Carolina — in Greenville, Greenwood, Columbia and Charleston.  The research, outreach and 
entrepreneurial projects led by faculty and students driving economic development and improving quality of life in South Carolina 
and beyond. In fact, a recent study determined that Clemson has an annual $1.83 billion economic impact on the state. 
 
About the American Wind Energy Association 
AWEA is the national trade association of the U.S. America's wind energy industry, with over 1,300 member companies, including 
global leaders in wind power and energy development, wind turbine manufacturing, component and service suppliers, and the world's 
largest wind power trade show, the AWEA WINDPOWER Conference & Exhibition, which takes place next in Las Vegas, May 5-8, 
2014. AWEA is the voice of wind energy in the U.S., promoting renewable energy to power a cleaner, stronger America. Look up 
information on wind energy at the AWEA website. Find insight on industry issues at AWEA's blog Into the Wind. Join AWEA 
on Facebook. Follow AWEA on Twitter. 
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