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SECWC to Operate DOE’s Southeast Regional Resource Center for Wind Energy 

Raleigh, N.C. – The Southeastern Coastal Wind Coalition (SECWC) will lead the efforts for a U.S. Department of Energy 
Wind Energy Regional Resource Center (RRC) focusing on the Southeastern states. As one of six new Wind Energy 
Regional Resource Centers recently announced by the National Renewable Energy Laboratory, the Southeastern RRC will 
work to advance the wind industry in the Southeast by providing fact-based information to stakeholders, engaging electric 
utilities, engaging on wind energy permitting processes and preserving access to quality wind resources - both onshore 
and offshore. 

The Southeastern RRC will be a joint effort of SECWC and several partners including the North Carolina Solar Center at 
N.C. State University, Clemson University, Coastal Carolina University, Georgia Institute of Technology, the Florida 
Energy Systems Consortium, James Madison University, Navigant Consulting and a network of over 80 affiliate 
organizations. These partners have long been reliable sources of unbiased information on wind energy and have a long 
history of stakeholder engagement in the region.  

“Engaging a broad range of stakeholders who may have different views on wind energy is critical to growing the industry 
in a responsible way,” said Mary Hallisey Hunt, Director of Operations - Strategic Energy Institute at the Georgia Institute 
of Technology.  “The Southeastern RRC team represents a highly credible source of fact-based information on wind 
energy that can help inform policy and permitting processes in the region.”   

The Southeast is different from many other parts of the country with regard to both the opportunities and challenges of 
deploying wind energy. “The Southeastern RRC team has a keen understanding of market dynamics in the Southeast and 
has demonstrated the ability to constructively engage with a broad range of stakeholders around wind energy, including 
utilities, industry, supply chain companies, government, decision-makers, local leaders, and non-profits,” said Elizabeth 
Colbert-Busch, Director of Business Development at the Clemson University Wind Turbine Testing Facility. 

By constructively engaging with stakeholders and building strong relationships with a broad range of partners throughout 
the region, SECWC has quickly become a trusted resource for information on wind energy in the Southeast. “The 
Southeastern RRC team has developed a strategic focus to specifically address the unique characteristics of the Southeast 
market,” said Brian O’Hara, President of the Southeastern Coastal Wind Coalition. “We are proud to join a great group of 
partners in creating this Southeastern RRC and we look forward to engaging with many more groups as we work to build 
up the wind industry in our region,” 

 
About the Southeastern Coastal Wind Coalition 
The Southeastern Coastal Wind Coalition works to advance the coastal and offshore wind industry in the Southeast. We focus on 
supply chain growth, economic development, job growth, and wind energy development in the region with solutions that are beneficial 
to industry, beneficial to utilities, and result in net economic benefits to citizens and ratepayers. For more information about the 
Southeastern Coastal Wind Coalition visit http://www.secoastalwind.org. 
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